Perforation of Meckel's diverticulum in infancy.
Nine infants underwent operations for perforation of a Meckel's diverticulum over a 21-yr period. All of the infants were acutely ill when initially seen by the surgical service. Lethargy, irritability, anorexia, fever, abdominal tenderness, and passage of blood in the stools were common clinical manifestations. The preoperative diagnosis of perforated Meckel's diverticulum was not made in any of the cases. Skilled preoperative and postoperative management is important for the survival of these infants. There was no mortality and minimal morbidity. In retrospect, the peptic etiology of perforation in this age group is a key to early recognition. The past history of most of the patients includes previous episodes of blood in the stools and episodic abdominal complaints.